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when he wrote these letters he was simultaneously
writing others on public business, which, as the
world knows, he never neglected in any jot or
tittle no matter what else he might be doing.
The domestic letters must therefore have been
struck off with great facility. Let us call to
mind also the more than two hundred volumes of
folio manuscript of his public correspondence
which Congress purchased, and then remember
that the sum of all he wrote is as nothing to what
he did in his long career of activity in his coun-
try's service, military and civil.

Next I remark, as a new corroboration of the
modesty ever so prominent in him, that not once
throughout the whole of this correspondence does
he make any, the slightest, allusion to himself in
connection with the Revolutionary War, compara-
tively recent as it then was. Besides that the
general tenor of the correspondence might have
supplied occasions for such allusions, special op-
portunities were at hand while skirting the battle-
grounds and other localities of his military opera-imes will show thute-
